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Avent gay'ﬁy'g)ay: A Season of Sufc}nisey

By: Kathy Coffey

Here comes another Advent and we aren’t up to it.
The thought of digging through boxes in the
basement, finding the Advent wreath, mustering the
energy to shop for gifts may leave us drained. We
were numb and cozy in our safe routines; how will we
ever find the time or the resources to do more?

Alone, we won't. Isaiah offers comfort: we are the
clay; God is the potter. With exquisite care and a
tender hand, God shapes us into something useful or
beautiful. Achieving the
perfectly orchestrated
holiday doesn’t matter.
What matters is watching
for God in every situation,
being attentive to small
signs and fingerprints.
These brief meditations
may sharpen awareness
and bring a reflective calm
into a busy time.

First Week of Advent

Sunday: God’s Initiative

We can begin Advent with noble intentions, but
the readings remind us that the main initiative is
God’s. Standing on the threshold of this season, we
are achingly aware of our need for someone greater
than ourselves. Alone, we can’t create Christmas, or
even a decent Advent.

Jesus asks us to be alert, aware of his awesome
work. God’s action may come when we least expect it. I
We’d like a more dramatic sign: rend the heavens or
shake the mighty mountains. But God enters softly,
quietly. Are we waiting, awake?

WHEN SAINT FULGENTIUS, BISHOP OF RUSPE, HEARD
THEODORIC, KING OF THE GOTHS, TONGUE-LASH A
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ROMAN NOBLES, AND BEHELD
THEIR SPLENDOUR, HE EXCLAIMED, "O GOD,

HOW GLORIOUS MUST THY HEAVENLY JERUSALEM BE,
IF EVEN EARTHLY ROME BE THUS!" AND IF

THIS WORLD CAN AFFORD 5O MUCH GRATIFICATION
TO MERE EARTHLY LOVERS OF VANITY, WHAT MUST
THERE BE IN STORE HEREAFTER FOR THOSE WHO
LOVE THE TRUTH? *

ufcoming ?uents’

; Thu. 12/3: Confession for 4th & 6th grades

 Fri. 12/4: NOON DISMISSAL

Monday (Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11) Utter amazement

When a Roman centurion asks for help, Jesus
responds immediately. He doesn’t quibble over
nationalities or occupations but immediately focuses
on healing the servant. When he hears the centurion’s
tribute, he has the grace to be amazed. In the
exchange of a few moments, the kingdom expands,
larger than he ever dreamt. When we confront the
glimmer of hope in our day—the truce, the
breakthrough, the dramatic reversal—can we too
stand astonished?

 Mon. 12/7: Spirit Attire Monday

1 Tue. 12/8: All School mass 10AM

1 Wed. 12/9: Winter Play 7PM in the hall

1 Tue. 12/15: Christmas Sweatshirt and Jeans
1 Thu. 12/17: Jan. lunch orders due

| Dec. 19 - Jan 10: Christmas break

ISat. & Sun. Jan. 1-2, “10 & Jan. 9-10, ‘10

Mater Dei Tournament
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Tuesday (Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24) The child
In Isaiah, the child guides the calf and the lion,

unaware that wild animals like these are murderous Onj?ra{uél{l.ofs//

enemies. Innocently, the child rests a tiny hand on the

snake’s den. Jesus praises those who, in childlike

simplicity, understand mysteries hidden even to the ... to the following students who
most educated. The season holds many changes. The eatned an Ht on the following tests.

t educated. Th hold y changes. Th d an H he folblowing
season confounds appearances, offers reversals of the —
usual, “the way things are.” Our response? Praise and Rﬂﬂlglon Ch 4
gratitude that we have seen and heard these surprises. Michael Kelsey Katherine Jonathan
Wednesday (Is 25:6-10; Mt 15:29-37) No more tears Charlie  Trinity

“How do we find this pl_ace in Isaia”h where death is Math Ch 3. Section B
destroyed and tears are wiped away?” We want to buy .
one-way tickets there. The answer comes in the gospel Kelsey Marissa G~ Alex Andrew
and it's not a place, but a person. The leader Isaiah Julia Kayla

foretold takes on flesh in Jesus. Compassionately, he
restores God’s original vision of wholeness and beauty

#9e0ceseescescsscascsccscescsstssessessssessessestasctstssesetscescsstssessasoane -~
. .

to the mute, lame or blind. M;wming (/\e.s’t.s’
Thursday (Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21,24-27) Built on rock i Religion Liturgical Year Mon 12/7

Jesus’ metaphor of housebuilding snags our interest i Reading Little House Ch. 10 Wed 12/2
because most people long for secure homes. We've i Spelling +Vocab . ST
seen too many foreclosures and flimsy structures Q/Iath G, & SEdlem (@ A

. . : Language Antonyms/Synonyms Thu 12/3
destroyed by storms. Like a master _bu_llder, Jesus not eI, Unit A, Ch. 4 TBA :
only speaks; he models. We in turn imitate the ! Social Studies Check Planner :
compassion, directness and courtesy of Jesus. He i Spanish, Music, Computer Check Planner
directs us to a lifestyle which is less about pious
phrases, more a matter of determined work, strong
sinews and aching muscles.
J Weekﬁy giggﬂe

Friday (Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31) Coming to sight )

Our point of view changes over time. With God’s Where is God? .
help, we gradually come to see better. Just as Jesus Two brothers are terrible trouble makers. They

are always breaking things, stealing things, lying, and
making all kinds of general trouble. The parents have
tried everything to get the boys to change, to no
avail. Finally, out of options, they ask their pastor if

touched the eyes of the blind, so he shows us a clearer
picture of another person, or the solution to a problem.
Slowly, we begin to appreciate God’s presence in a

situation which seems impossible, God’s energy in an he can help. He says he will talk to the boys, but only
area where we flag, God’s beauty if only we take time to one at a time. The parents drop off the youngest and
notice. This Advent, we might all ask for a graceful go home, promising to return to get him soon. The
touch to lightly brush our eyes. boy sits in a chair across from the pastor's desk and
they just look at each other.
Saturday (Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8) Finally, the Pastor says, "Where is God?"
Finding our Teacher The boy just sits there and doesn't answer.
Today'’s readings sound like call and response or The pastor begins to look stern and loudly says,
two voices talking on the phone across a long distance. "Where is God?" , '
Isaiah promises: “your eyes shall see your Teacher” The little boy shifts in his seat, but still doesn't

answer.
The pastor is starting to get angry at the boy's
refusal to converse and practically shouts "Where is

and in Matthew, Jesus goes to all the villages, teaching.
The yearning for bread and water, direction and security

voiced in the first reading is fulfilled in Jesus. He is God?"

moved by compassion for the plight of the people To the pastor's surprise, the little boy jumps up
because their leaders have failed them. He must feel as out of his chair and runs out of the office.

a farmer does when the crops are ready to harvest, but The boy leaves the church and runs all the way
there are too few workers to bring in the ripe grain. But home, up the stairs and into his brother's room. He
his frustration does not lead to anger, as it would for shuts the door and pants, "We're in BIG TROUBLE.

many of us. Instead, he asks his friends to get involved. God's missing and they think we did it!"




