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by Alfred McBride, O.Praem.

The Greek traveler stood bewildered in the
Jerusalem crowd. What was happening? All about
him Jews from many nations milled excitedly and
pointed to a group in the center of the square.

The traveler had heard that the Jerusalem
holidays were exciting, but he was not prepared for
this. The crowd was electrified. What was that group
up to? He tried to weave his way closer.

"You are drunk!" someone shouted at the group.

The traveler heard one of them, the big man with
the gray-streaked hair, respond: "We are not drunk.
We are stunned with joy because we have had an
experience like Israel had at Sinai."

The Greek traveler wondered what he meant by
that.

"Why not own up?" heckled another. "You've
been to the wine bottle once too often."

Then the big man raised his hand for silence. The
crowd fell quiet.

"Do not judge by appearances," he began.
"Listen to our words. At Sinai, God called Israel to be
a community of faith. God called our ancestors there
to be a holy nation. That meant they should form a
community that would worship God and live a worthy
life. God also summoned them to be the light of
nations, that is, to be a missionary witness helping all
people to know God."

"l think | can agree with your first point," ventured
a Pharisee in the crowd, "but | don't really believe
God wanted us to be missionaries."

"My friend, you have forgotten the meaning of the
story of Jonah," the big man remarked. "He was a
preacher told by God to go on a missionary trip to
Nineveh. Recall that Jonah resisted the call at first
until God overcame him. Jonah was an example of
how Israel, too, resisted the call."

"Who is that man?" the traveler asked of no one
in particular.

"His name is Peter," a tradesman replied.
"He is their leader," said a woman nearby.
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"PEACE BEGINSWITH A sMILE!"
- MOTHER TERESA

A young woman in the crowd, moved by
Peter's sincerity, asked, "How is it you were
speaking in a language we all could
understand when you burst upon us here in
the square? How did you manage to unify all
of us who speak so many different tongues?"

"Perhaps | can explain this best to you,"
Peter answered, "by comparing this to the old
story of the Tower of Babel. That was a tower
of human pride that resulted in a breakdown in
communications. The people at Babel could
not understand each other.

"Our Master, Jesus, asked us to spend
time in prayer to await his Holy Spirit. We
followed his word and meditated for nine days
in the Upper Room. Into that tower of prayer
this day came the Holy Spirit, whose greatest
work is to bring all people to unity in Christ. At
Babel, people babbled. Here we speak a
message that will unify people in mind and

heart. Continued on back...
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