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Feast of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ 

June 6 , 2010 
  

Gospel      Lk 9:11b-17 
 

Jesus spoke to the crowds about the kingdom of 
God, and he healed those who needed to be cured. 
As the day was drawing to a close, the Twelve 
approached him and said, "Dismiss the crowd so 
that they can go to the surrounding villages and 
farms and find lodging and provisions; for we are in 
a deserted place here." He said to them, "Give them 
some food yourselves." They replied, "Five loaves 
and two fish are all we have, unless we ourselves 
go and buy food for all these people." Now the men 
there numbered about five thousand. Then he said 
to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of 
about fifty." They did so and 
made them all sit down. Then 
taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, he said the blessing 
over them, broke them, and 
gave them to the disciples to 
set before the crowd. They all 
ate and were satisfied. And 
when the leftover fragments 
were picked up, they filled 
twelve wicker baskets.  
 
Reflection   by Father Greg Friedman, O.F.M.  

 

A liturgist and teacher whom I know speaks of a 
part of the Mass which gets the least emphasis in 
our Sunday celebration. It comes at the very end of 
Mass, as the priest blesses the assembly and 
dismisses it. This short ceremony is really a 
"commissioning." We're being sent out into the 
world, to put the whole meaning of the Sunday 
Eucharist into practical action in our lives. 

Today's feast, which commemorates Christ's gift 
of himself in the Eucharist, has two Scripture 
selections which help us appreciate this "under-
emphasized" part of the Mass. Listen to Saint Paul 
describe to the Corinthians how Jesus blessed and 

broke bread at the Last Supper, and then 
hear Luke's Gospel tell the story of Jesus 
feeding the crowd. The Gospel speaks of 
"blessing and breaking" the loaves as well. 

Could Luke have meant us to hear this 
story of Jesus feeding the hungry, and 
intended us to think about the meaning of 
Eucharist as well?  How is Jesus the food 
that feeds our deepest hungers? And could 
that connection teach us what we're 
commissioned to do at every Eucharist: to 
take its power into everyday life where we're 
called to feed others, with both physical and 
spiritual food?  Those are good questions to 
think about as we gather for Eucharist this 
weekend. 
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… to the following students who 
earned an A+ on the following tests. 

Upcoming Tests 
 

Religion  3rd Com. (Ch. 11) Mon. 6/7 
Reading Patty Reed’s 13-14 Wed. 6/9 
Spelling +Vocab Friday 6/4  
Math Ch. 8C Wed. 6/2 
Language   Verbs part 3 Thursday 6/3 
Science Unit C, Ch. 4 Thursday 6/10 
Social Studies  Check Planner 
Spanish, Music, Computer Check Planner 

Vocabulary - Patty Reed 10 
 

Michael Hope Marissa G Danny 
Tiffeny Emily Julia Kayla 
Trinity 

Irregular Verbs  
 

Kelsey Katherine Emily Trinity 

Spelling 33 
 

Michael Aubrey Kelsey Katherine 
Hope Jonathan Marissa G Zachary 
Kayla Trinity 

Patty Reed’s Doll Ch. 10-12 
 

Kelsey Charlie Andrew Emily 
Lia 

Prevent Summer Learning Loss 
 

Summer is here and if you think these lazy, hazy months 
should be all play and no work, take a gander at the 
following statistics provided by Ron Fairchild, Executive 
Director of the Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Summer Learning. 
 

• All students experience learning losses when they do 
not engage in educational activities during the summer. 

• On average, students lose approximately 2.6 months of 
grade level equivalency in mathematical computation 
skills during the summer months. 

• Students may not have the same structured meal 
schedule and sometimes access to nutritious meals 
during the summer. 

• Studies show that out-of-school time is a dangerous 
time for unsupervised children and youth.  

 

What can you do, personally, to help combat summer 
learning loss with your own kids? Well, there are plenty 
of options in your community, you just need to be a bit 
creative and think outside of the box. For instance, your 
local newspaper may have a special section listing all 
private as well as community-funded summer programs 
for kids. Many of these are eclectic-types of camps 
involving swimming, sports, crafts and field trips. 
However, more and more add in reading enrichment or 
remediation as well as math tutoring over the summer. In 
addition to community and private day camps, check out 
the following options: 

• Learn to love your local library. It’s a wonderful place to 
promote the love of reading, and the librarian can 
suggest grade-level as well as pure recreational books 
that will keep your kid’s neurons clicking! 

• Check out safe, parent-approved Internet sites. There 
are many that offer a “summer camp” theme — a daily 
craft activity to do alone or with a parent each day, 
some brain teasers, awesome video streaming of 
important world events (volcanoes erupting, the Martin 
Luther King “I have a dream” speech”), and tons of 
grade-related math, reading and science work to be 
checked out in a fun way. 

• Consider your local newspaper — many have summer 
writing camps. Your performing arts center has summer 
camps that involve singing, dancing, set décor as well 
as script reading (notice the reading part?). 

• The summer months are an excellent time for your 
child to fill in learning gaps or zoom ahead with 
enrichment activities at supplemental learning centers, 
or via tutors or last year’s teacher. Your child’s teacher 
is an excellent resource to give you ideas for summer 
books to read and math workbooks to complete in 
between play and television watching! 

• St. John’s offers summer school for all 
students in Kindergarten through 8th grade. 

• Sleep-away camps can be specialized for 
leaning opportunities, especially for niche 
fields such as computers, Space Camp, 
science camps and even math camps. Lots of 
other activities are interspersed to keep it an 
active experience for all. 

You can get one of 
these books for only 
$5 each.  Ask me 
how or send $5 with 
your child to school.  
Please visit the 
website below for 
more information.  

www.summerbridgeactivities.org 


